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CHRISTHAS AMONG
MICHIAN WOODSMEN

By EDWARD LYONS HACKETT.

| MONG English speaking people
there can be found no more
quiint observance ot the sea-

|

’ son than that in vogue among
the woodsmien of northern Michigan
Throughout this great timber belt there
are thousiands of men employed, and o
latge proportion of them see the out
gide world brt once or twice a yeat

whben they journey to Sanlt Ste Ma-

rie or other nearby towns to make pur-
chases of the season's clothing,
Throughour this great wooded dis
trict two thirds of the men are Canad
fans, many of them devoted!y religious,
and Christioas among them begins,
properly speaking, the 20th of Decem

ber. However, these men perform

JALL I EGIN A MAROH AROUND

: thelr usuii abors until the 24th duy
L Of the monil, and then the festivities
.',- b?lﬂn In earnest,
L During 1140 four days preceding th
= Clebration, however, It must be under

VLT et e B g Do T e tne « S o iEines ot RS

~ 800d that 1he work Is not so strenu
- O, and (he monotonous buzz of the
BAWand the ring of the ax are frequent
Iy terrupnea by merry bursts of song
A anecdores of those who have pass
S AWy during the previous season
Chippewn county there are muny
QP or serrlements, each controlled
¥ A recognized leader, and long before
bolida - the ‘point of celebration is
‘ided upon
men, won., and children bave all as
- %mbled o1 (he chosen camp, where
-~ Saborage preparations have been wmad:
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their comfort, und at 10 o'clock v
~@:"m‘"'nhu: of that day the duly elect
. S Waster of ceremonies addresses the
 Multhude of people assembled and out:
ow the program of the week to fol
+ for these celebrations contipne to
€31t day of December
After Lis speech the oldest daughte’
tnd vldest resideut is elected queen
M holidays,  Her corps of as

bs quickly chosen from the ed-

By Christmas eve the f

MARY AND THE INFANT JESUS.

ucated classes. and from their deeis
fons pertaining to the week's celebra
tion there an be no appeal, During
the remainder of the day many
speeches are given, refreshments of
wany kinds are served, and family
groups flock together and relate their
own folklore, while the queen, assisted
by her advisers, examines and selects
the various fowls to be served on the
following and subsequent days.

Christmas day is but an bour old
when all assemble and indulge in re
ligious services, while the pine knots,
flaring and spluttering in the night alr,
add a beautiful and weird aspect to
the scene, At suurise all the men, wo
men and children, arrayed in theh
best, assemble at a prearranged spot
and form a Jarge cirele, tin
generally in plain - woolen  garments
and the men in high topped spiked
shoes and dark tdannel shirts,

In the center of the group stand the
hushandmen, or slayers of the fowls
waiting, 3 grindstone and six men
three to grind the axes and three as
sistunts, are also in the center of the
group. At a prearranged signal all the
people begin a wareh o oinnd, singing
and dancing: the grindstones are pul
in motion, the axes are laid upon them
and the celebration is on e aest
The sinzing, dancing ond
marching are coutinued antil the axe
bave attained a keen edec, when ali
heds nncovered, whoile
wen hand up the fowls for decapita

Waolneh

inre

couuter

a1 dozoen

tion. ‘The wonien take the sluin fowls |

in charge, and soon they are prepared
*the earth ovens,

iuld

Feas ing drinsing and doncing ther |
( in unt last day of th
vear. waen all depeirt to thelr varion
¢aps
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“SKATES FOR ME," SAYS SUSIE.

| The Judge's White Gloves.' o
| In the olden days judges \\L'lt" ':1;1
| bidden to weal gloves on lllc.‘elmo
for fear of bribes heing droppec

Ll pno cuses to be

e were
them. 1 there 0 ¢ ;
’lrivd nowever, there was no [l.p:;?;s'
| J I
| tunity for pribing, and the she

| night give the judge & pair o‘fuﬁ:::ez:‘,
hence the custom of pl"e;tlt el
Judge with a pair of \wb' et g
I when he has no cases to try 8

slzes.

THE BIG STORE

ON THF CORNE®™

Christmas Offerings

Something to Please and Interes. Every Child

Toys
Toys

TOY

Toys
Toys

DOLLS, GAMES, . 7 AANICAL TOYS

Endless Variety

SPECIAL PRICES IN CHRISTMAS DECORA-
TIONS for SUNDAY SCHOOLS and SOCIETIES

Beautiful Gift Articles in

Collars and Other Neckwear
Lace and Silk Handkerchiefs

Motor Scarfs
Knitted Goods
Brick-a-brack, Etc.

Specially LOW PRICES on Our Fine Stock of SHOES
SWEATERS AND UNDERWEAR

We are closing out our Sewing Machine line and offer specially
Low Prices on those now in stock, Come and see us.

W. J. NESBI
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Gifts of Furniture

China and Cutlery

Xmas
Presents

Our display of
RUGS isthe lar
gest that was
ever brought to
Fort Pierce.

We have very
handsome arti-
cles in LAMPS,
CUTLERY and
China for Xmas

Last, But Not Least

Wagons, Wheelbarrows, ¢ ' iany
otuer thi.ags pleasing to the youngster,
which v-orld be greatly appreciated as
g Christmas present.

Are Always Appreciated

We carry a Large and Changing Stock
of High-Class Furniture; Dining Room a.d
Bed Room Suits, Rockers d Center Tables

Just
Arrived

An ELEGANT
assortment fine
ART SQUARES
Chinese- Japan-
ese Matting, Go-
Carts, Drassers,
CHIFFIONEKS,
Folding
Dinner Heis and
Toilet Sets.

Cribs,

N

Jackson-Luce-Gladwin Co.

Hardv: -re and Furniture
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Fort Pierce, Florida




